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  December 2022 

The word of God. See it. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, our Old Testament reading began with Isaiah 2:1, “The word that Isaiah son of 

Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.” The prophet did not read the word of God. He did not hear the 

word of God. Isaiah saw the word of God. 

The people of Israel saw Jerusalem sacked, destroyed by the Assyrians. In the first chapter, Isaiah describes a 

desolate country with overthrown cities burned with fire. And into that harsh and decimated reality, Isaiah 

brings the word of God. A word he saw. 

The word of God here is not merely a word of God, not a singular word or utterance of God, but the sum of 

all that was spoken by God. And the message of the prophet to the vanquished people of Israel was God’s 

word of hope and promise. 

These were not only empty wishes or coded messages to people in some distant future. These were words of 

hope and restoration to a people who would have an active role in their fulfillment. Despite the desolation 

and defeat the people were experiencing in the 8th century BC, “In days to come,” the nations shall stream to 

the mountain of the Lord’s house so the God of Jacob could teach them his ways that they may walk in his 

paths.  “They shall beat their swords in to plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, nation shall not 

lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 

The point of the sermon on the first Sunday of Advent was that Isaiah saw a vision for a better future for 

which the people of God would have to make an effort. The vision of the prophet was not a miracle show in 

which swords and spears were turned into plowshares and pruning hooks as in some divine Fantasia. This 

was a world in which the people would learn the word of God anew, and beat the implements of war into 

tools for farming and provision. 

In this season of Advent, as we await and prepare for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ into the world, may 

we commit to living into the hope of the promises of God. But is a world in which the peace and well-being 

of all even possible? 

This is the world that Isaiah saw in the word of God. He did not read it or hear it, he saw it. In this season of 

Advent, I invite us to a season of vision. What do you see in the future of First Presbyterian Church? What 

opportunities for ministry, fellowship, and mission do you see? Take a moment to envision new possibilities 

in your mind. Don’t be discouraged by barriers or distracted by what you think somebody else ought to be 

doing. If there is something that does not meet your expectations, see that as an opportunity to get involved 

in making it better. See the word of God and envision your place in it. Live into the hope that a better world 

is possible. 

+grace and peace 

Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
This Recap covers the October 16 and  

the November 20, 2022 meetings 
 
Pastor Joe opened both meetings with prayer and 
thanked the individual providing our lunch. The Clerk 
reported a quorum was present at both meetings. 
 
  Session approved: 
• September 18 meeting minutes. 
• October 16 minutes with one date correction.  
• Membership transfer request of Beth Thomas to 

First Presbyterian Church in Foley, Alabama. The 
current membership total is now 91.  

• Replacing the church sign using funds donated in 
memory of Erik Sondergelt.   

• 2023 budget and the contract with Pastor Joe 
Hinds which includes a raise. 

• Communion dates for 2023. Dates are the first 
Sunday of each month and Maundy Thursday. 

• January 15, 2023 as our next Session meeting. 
• January 29, 2023 for the Annual Congregation 

meeting. 
• February 18, 2023 for combined Deacon and Elder 

training if that date works for the Deacons. 
• October 29, 2023 for the annual meeting to elect 

a slate of officers whose term will begin in 2024. 
 
Information received:  
•  Session received the Pastor’s report which in-

cludes his pastoral care contacts, information on 
the weekly Cornerstone class, and community ac-
tivities. 

• Our Church was approved to be a Matthew 25 
Church. FPC’s Matthew 25 Focus:  Building con-
gregational vitality by challenging people and  

 

Adult Christian Education News—
Cornerstone Class 

We meet every Wednesday at 2:00 pm in the Lounge.  
We are studying the book of Revelation using William 
Pender’s book, Revelation, as a study guide. There 
are some books available in the church office.  If you 
prefer, the book is available for electronic download. 

There will be plenty of good snacks 
to enjoy at class.  

Come join us! 

congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the 
world 
• Session received copies of various events and 

training opportunities offered by the Presbytery. 
• Session received a Thank you note from Pastor Joe 

for the gift in honor of Pastor Appreciation month. 
 
Committee Reports: 
CLS: Trunk or Treat is planned for October 30.Sunday 
Fun Day is planned for December 4.  A donation was 
given to Family Promise formerly known as IHN 
(Interfaith Hospitality Network). As part of the Tur-
quoise Table mission, we acquired picnic tables. 
These will be painted when weather permits. 
Operations: 
The parking lot was resurfaced, and Art completed 
marking the handicap spaces. 
Finance/Stewardship: Session received the financial 
report prepared by Carolyn McMillan. For the period 
01/01/22 through 10/31/22, the total YTD income 
was $193,839.13, and the expenses totaled 
$208,808.27 resulting in a deficit of $14,969.14. 
30 Pledge cards returned totaling $106,640. 
Personnel: We reviewed Pastor Joe’s contract and 
agreed to a 6% raise subject to final approval by Ses-
sion.  
Presbytery Commissioner Report: Various Book of Or-
der changes were suggested at this year’s GA. Special 
meetings to review the changes will be offered. The 
2023 budget was approved. The combined total per 
capita for GA ($9.85), Synod ($3.25) and Presbytery 
Connectional Support ($40) is $53.10. 
 
Kathleen Seewer 
2022 Clerk of Session 

Annual Ladies Christmas Luncheon, December 5th 
Our annual Ladies Christmas Luncheon is scheduled 
for December 5th at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall. The 
menu is soup, salad, breadsticks and dessert.  Please 
mark your calendars and invite your friends and fam-
ily members—the more the merrier!  As has been a 
long standing tradition, we will be accepting 
Baby Jesus donations of diapers and wipes 
that will be given to FISH for distribution.  If 
you have any questions, please see Judy, 
Julie, or Diane.  
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Wow!  This year has gone by quickly.  We are already in the Advent Season – the most joyous time of the cal-
endar year.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus, we should reflect on all of the  blessings 
that have been bestowed on us.   In the month of November, we had a joyous occasion of the wedding of 
Dave and Kim Sellers – two of the newest members of our church.  The Hanging of the Greens was 
a time for all of us to come together to prepare for Advent and the celebration of new life.  The 
church looks beautiful, and it is in large part to everyone pitching in to make it happen!  December 
will be a fun filled month in the social life of the church – myself, my wife and children are excited 
to be able to see the gatherings that will be taking place in the Fellowship Hall.  Please enjoy the 
upcoming season and spread the love to all those you engage with. ~Ecclesial Mouse  

2022 Christmas Card Crusade 
Again this year, we would like to provide Christmas 
Cards to the residents of senior living facilities in our 
area.  Many residents do not have family close by 
and may not receive cards and letters.  Our goal is to 
provide each resident with three or four cards to 
brighten their day.  If you would like to participate, 
get some Christmas cards, sign each one with a mes-
sage and your name (or just your name) and leave 
them in the church office by  December 11th.  Join us 

in the Fellowship Hall after worship on 
that day to help us assemble the card 
packages by wrapping them in a ribbon 
with a candy cane.  Lunch will be provid-
ed.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Linda Hartsock. Thanks for caring!  

Sunday Fun Day and Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 
December 4th 

Please wear your Ugly Christmas Sweater on our 
Sunday Fun Day, Dec. 4th.  Immediately after wor-
ship we will have lunch with ham, mac and cheese, 
sweet potato casserole, green bean casserole, and 
rolls.  If you could bring a batch of your favorite 
Christmas cookies for dessert, we would appreciate 
it.  If you don’t want to bring cookies, don’t worry—
we need people to eat the cookies!  There will be 
some prizes for the sweaters—such as tackiest or 
most creative.  Get your sweater ready! There will 
also be a couple of other Christmas activities. You 
can decorate a cookie, make a decoration, and sign 
cards for our Christmas Card Crusade. This will truly 
be a “Fun Day”, so please invite your 
neighbors and friends to join us for a time 
of food, fun, and fellowship.  Please see 
Diane or Julie for more information. 

Reception for Montessori School Christmas Program 
Friday December 16th at 6:00 pm 

We will be hosting a reception for the Montessori 
students, staff, and families after their Christmas 
program on Friday, December 16th, 6:00 pm.  If you 
would like to help host or provide cookies, please let 
Diane or Julie know.  Cookies do not need to be indi-
vidually packaged.  They can be dropped off on the 
16th while the church office is open (10:00 am to 
2:00 pm). It is such a joy to see the chil-
dren excited and enjoying their activi-
ties.  Please feel free to come and  be 
part of the audience as we show our 
support for the Montessori school. 

Our Bell Choir will be providing music for this event 
from 12:00—12:30 pm.  Other activities include cook-
ie decorating, ornament decorating, and face 
painting.  Come and celebrate the holidays! 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Please join us at 4:00 pm on Saturday, 
Dec. 24th, for our Candlelight Service.  Our 
Bell Choir will be ringing beginning at 3:30 
pm. We will also have worship at 10:15 
am on Christmas morning. 
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Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. Sellers! 
We were so happy to celebrate with Kim and Dave at 
their wedding and reception.  Kim’s beautiful grand-
daughters were especially excited to be flower girls for 
this joyous occasion.  We wish the newlyweds many 
years of happiness and many blessings. 

The children went through the sanctu-
ary on the Sunday before Thanksgiving 
and collected the items that the mem-
bers of the congregation brought for 
the school pantry. When they had col-
lected all the donations they prayed 
with Pastor Joe for the Fairborn stu-
dents and everyone in our world.  After 
worship the children enjoyed treats to-
gether in the lounge. 
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Matthew 25 Grant Winner! 
Pastor Joe applied for a Matthew 25 Grant from our Synod and our church was selected as a grant winner. 
Great job Pastor Joe! 
Here is a description of the grant requirements from the Synod’s website (https://synodofthecovenant.org): 

The purpose of the grant must specifically be Christian in focus and adhere to the objectives of the PC
(USA) Matthew 25 Initiative. 
Projects must directly address at least one of the three Matthew 25 mission priorities of the Synod of 
the Covenant:  

Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen their faith 
and get actively and joyfully engaged with their community and the world. 

Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems, practices and 
thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color. 

Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and structures in our    
society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor. 

 
Below is a synopsis of the letter Joe received from the Synod: 

Dear Joe, 
Congratulations!  You have been awarded a Matthew 25 Grant for $2,000 from the Synod of the Cov-
enant.  We received more grant applications than we were able to fund, but yours stood out among 
the best of the thirty-three received in accomplishing the goals of our denomination’s Matthew 25 
initiative, and the Synod of the Covenant is excited to be a partner with you in ministry.  We pray that 
God will bless your efforts at dismantling structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty, and/or revi-
talizing your congregation.  At the right time, we look forward to publicizing a video conversation 
with you about the work God is doing through you and your project. 
In this Thanksgiving season, we are thankful for you.  “Peace and love with faith to you from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
God’s grace to all of you who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ with love that never 
ends” (Ephesians 6:23-24). 
In Christ, 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for your gift to Family Promise of Greene County, 
OH.  Our logo includes a star as a central symbol.  The five 
points of the star represent the five key elements of Family 
Promise: Prevention, Shelter, Stabilization, Community, and 
Promise.  We are very grateful to count you among the com-
munity who believe that every child deserves a home!  With 
additional support, families are able to grow and succeed, find-
ing the bigger promise of healing from the trauma of homeless-
ness. 
We hope that your family is safe, healthy, and happy.  Thank 
you again, for your financial support which provides a tempo-
rary home for our families as they build toward a better future. 
With Deep Gratitude, 
Deanna McCrary, Director 
Family Promise of Greene 
County, OH 
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Happy Birthday! 

Dec   8 Cindy Bowen 

 10 Janet Swaim 

 24 Carolyn McMillan 

 25 Carol Murphy 

 31 Bill McMillan 

Thank you to everyone that helped decorate the sanc-
tuary for Advent.  Heidi put the angel on top of the 
tree.  Obie was close by for final approval! 

On the first Sunday of Advent the children lit the 
stars over the manager and placed the shepherd in 
the stable as Pastor Joe began telling them the 
Christmas story.  They will add characters to the sce-
ne and continue the story each Sunday in Advent. 

The Little Magi are coming Sunday Dec. 18th 
Our children will be “Little Magi” during worship on 
Dec. 18.  They can make crowns before worship and 
wear them as they collect non-perishable goods from 

the congregation during Children’s Time. 
They will present these as gifts to Baby 
Jesus just as the Magi did.  Please help 
our Magi and bring an item for the school 
pantry on that Sunday. 

Thank you Muir’s Water Conditioning.  
This Fairborn business provides water 
softener salt and service at no cost to 
the church. Thank you! 

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—DECEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

 7 

December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

10:15 am 
Worship with 
Communion 

Sunday FunDay 
Immediately 
after worship 

5 

11:30 am           
Ladies       

Christmas 
Luncheon —

Fellowship Hall 

6 7 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship 

Hall 

8 9 10 

11 

10:15 am 
Worship 

 
11:30 am 
Packaging 

Cards for Sr. 
Living Facilities 

12 13 14 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship 

Hall 

15 16 

6:00 pm 
Montessori 

Christmas Pro-
gram and Re-

ception—
Sanctuary and 

Lounge 

17 

18 

10:15 am 
Worship with 
installation of 

Elders and  
Deacons 

19 20 21 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship 

Hall 

22 23 24 
4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  

Service 
 

25 

10:15 am 
Worship 

26 27 28 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 
3:30 pm 

Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship 

Hall 

29 30 31 
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Articles for next month’s Lifeline need  to be in the office by  December 28. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm 

Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

